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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS AND IDA LOANS FOR ETHIOPIA 

REF: STATE 106156 

1 . FOR YOUR INFORMATION, FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF 
STATEMENT DELIVERED BY U.S. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT 
MAY 10 IBRD MEETING CONCERNING U.S. ABSTENTION ON IDA 
LOANS FOR REVISED AMIBARA IRRIGATION PROJECT AND ROAD 
SECTOR PROJECT: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: QUOTE: I AM INSTRUCTED TO ABSTAIN ON 

BOTH OF THESE PROPOSALS BECAUSE OF THE GRAVE CONCERNS OF 
MY AUTHORITIES - WHICH I FULLY SHARE - REGARDING THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN ETHIOPIA AT THE PRESENT TIME. 
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WE CONTINUE TO RECEIVE REPORTS OF GROSS VIOLATIONS OF 
INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED HUMAN RIGHTS, INCLUDING ARBI 
TRARY EXECUTIONS, TORTURE AND OTHER INHUMANE TREATMENT, 
ARRESTS WITHOUT CHARGE, AND CLOSED TRIALS. RECENT 
REPORTS OF KILLINGS BY GOVERNMENT TROOPS OF STUDENTS 
AND OTHER SUSPECTED MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION REINFORCE 
THE VIEW THAT THE SITUATION IS SERIOUS INDEED. REPORTS 
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OF INCREASING DETENTION IN BOTH URBAN AND RURAL AREAS 
ALSO CORROBORATE THIS VIEW. 

WHILE THE U.S. DEPLORES THESE CIRCUMSTANCES. WE ARE 
SENSITIVE TO THE FACT THAT THESE TWO CREDITS ARE 
DESIGNED TO BENEFIT, AND ARE LIKELY TO BENEFIT DIRECTLY 
SEGMENTS OF THE ETHIOPIAN POPULATION THAT ARE MOST 
IN NEED. WERE IT NOT FOR THIS BASIC FACT, I WOULD BE 
DISPOSED TO SPEAK IN ACTIVE OPPOSITION TO THE PROPOSALS. 

IF HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS IN ETHIOPIA IMPROVE, MY 
AUTHORITIES - AND THIS CHAIR - STAND READY TO SUPPORT 
PROJECTS DESIGNED TO IMPROVE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDI- 
TIONS IN ETHIOPIA. IF, HOWEVER, THEY CONTINUE TO 
DETERIORATE - AND I FERVENTLY HOPE THEY WILL NOT - I 
BELIEVE A SERIOUS QUESTION WOULD ARISE WHETHER 
ASSISTANCE TO ETHIOPIA, EVEN FOR PROJECTS SUCH AS 
THESE WHICH AIM TO AID PEOPLE MOST IN NEED, COULD 
ACHIEVE THAT OBJECTIVE OF BETTERING THE HUMAN CONDITION 
WHICH IS SO FUNDAMENTAL TO THIS INSTITUTION. 

AS I HAVE SAID, I WOULD ASK TO BE RECORDED IN THE 
MINUTES AS ABSTAINING. END QUOTE. 

3. PLEASE ADVISE ACTION TAKEN PER PARA 3 REFTEL. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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